


Welcome to worship at Spirit of
{ Christ!

We are a member congregation of the Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod. We gather here as the living body of

Yy N Jesus Christ to be nourished and empowered by the Holy
‘ Spirit in what we call the “Means of Grace” — God’s
gifts of Word and Sacrament. Through these Means of
SP'R'T“’CHRBT Grace, we receive the promise of the Gospel: that in the

Lutheran Church Spirit of Christ God forgives us, remakes us, and reigns
in us. May the Lord bless your worship today!

September 8, 2024 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

This morning, we welcome Nathan, Noah and Aaralynn Skogerboe
as our brothers and sister in Christ through the waters of Holy
Baptism. They are the children of Sarah and Eric Skogerboe. Their
baptismal sponsors are Ralph Asher, Lynne Skogerboe, and Inna
Skogerboe.

Welcome

To Your Temple, Lord, | Come LSB 981
1 Toyour temple, Lord, I come,

For it is my worship home.

This earth has no better place,

Here | see my Savior’s face.

2 I through him am reconciled,
I through him become your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace
In your courts your love to trace.

3 While your glorious praise is sung,
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue
That my joyful soul may bless
Christ the Lord, my righteousness.

4 While the prayers of saints ascend,
God of love, to mine attend.



Hear me, for your Spirit pleads;
Hear, for Jesus intercedes.

Stand

Invocation

P)

In the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their
Baptism.

Confession and Absolution

(P)

Ld

The epistle of James tells us:

“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture,
‘Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right.”
Yet we acknowledge that we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. Pastor Jonathan Fisk says in his book Echo, “The
story of humanity is not one of stranger helping stranger by
pursuing the best interest of others. It is not a tale of an
earnestly peaceful people plagued by undeserved sickness
and hungers. It is not a tale of striving hand-in-hand to make
a better world for us all by sacrificing individual needs for
the greater good. No, it is a story of brother setting his face
against brother.”

We have put our own needs, wants, and desires ahead of
those of our neighbor. Lord, have mercy on us and
forgive us our sins.

We take time in silence to confess our personal and
communal sin before God, confident that we will receive
forgiveness.

James tells us that “mercy triumphs over judgment.” In the
cross of Jesus the Christ, God has married mercy and
judgment together, judging the Messiah according to our
guilt and pouring out merciful grace in his blood. In the stead
and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the -+ Son and
of the Holy Spirit. In the waters of Baptism, you have been
raised from death, empowered to truly love your neighbor as



yourself. Empowered by the Spirit of Christ, you can and will
keep this royal law!
Thanks be to God!

Sharing of the Peace
(P] The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
[P} We share Christ's peace with one another.

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying,
"Peace be with you," as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Prayer of the Day

(P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P} Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness
into health and death into life. Open us to the power of your
presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer
and Lord.

Amen

Father Welcome LSB 605
ref Father welcomes all his children
To his fam’ly through his Son.
Father giving his salvation,
Life forever has been won.

1 Little children, come to Me,
For My kingdom is of these.
Life and love I have to give,
Mercy for your sin. Refrain

2 In the water, in the Word,
In His promise, be assured:
Those who are baptized and believe
Shall be born again. Refrain

3 Let us daily die to sin;
Let us daily rise with Him,
Walk in the love of Christ our Lord,
Live in the peace of God. Refrain



Holy Baptism

(P)

® & A&
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Holy Baptism is God’s gift to us. In this Sacrament we
become a part of the family of God as we are welcomed into
the Church, which is the body of Christ. The Small
Catechism says “Baptism is not water only, but it is water
used together with God’s word and by God’s command.”
God’s living Word of promise works powerfully with the
water. Baptism is the death of the old sinner and a rebirth into
new life in Christ.

“I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and the Spirit.” “Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved.” (John 3:5; Mark 16:16a)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the »}- Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you. And remember, | am with you
always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18b-20)

How are these children named?

Nathan David Skogerboe, Noah William Skogerboe,
Aaralynn Catherine Skogerboe.

Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead and heart,
because you are redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Today, Eric and Sarah, you are responding to the command
of Jesus and the love that God has shown to Nathan, Noah
and Aralynn, in the gift of Jesus himself. I ask you: will you
faithfully bring these this child to worship, teach them the
Lord’s Prayer, the Creeds and the Commandments, place in
their hands the Holy Scriptures, and provide for their
instruction in the Christian faith?

We will, by God’s grace.

On behalf of Nathan, Noah, and Aralynn, do you as their
parents reject the devil and all his works and all his ways?
We do.

Sponsors, will you pray for Nathan, Noah, and Aralynn,
support their parents in their ongoing instruction and nurture
in the Christian Faith, and love them in a way that gives an
example of Christ’s love?

We will, with God’s help.



(P) Saints of God in this congregation, will you support Nathan,
Noah and Aralynn in their lives in Christ?

We will, by the power of the Spirit of Christ.

(P) 1 ask their parents, sponsors, and the entire community to
give witness to our faith. Do you believe in God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and earth?

We do.

[P} Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son...living and the
dead?

We do.

[P) Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy catholic church...
life everlasting?

We do.

Stand

[P} Let us join hands and pray as a family the prayer that our
Lord Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven...forever and ever. Amen.

(P) Nathan, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the -

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Noah, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the *I-

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Aralynn, | baptize you in the name of the Father and of the *I-

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us pray: God, you make light to shine in the darkness.

You bring new life from death. We are thankful that you have

accepted Nathan, Noah and Aralynn as your own. May they

grow in faith and love and know always that they are a part

of your family and that you are their loving God. May we

each know the abundant life you give in Jesus and remember

how you joined water to Word to claim us forever.

Amen.

P) Go in peace!

Thanks be to God!

> @

Nursery care for small children is offered from this point in the
service through Holy Communion. Children may meet their
caregivers in the back of the sanctuary.



Sit

First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a

Say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear;

your God will come,
he will come with vengeance;

with divine retribution
he will come to save you.”

5> Then will the eyes of the blind be opened
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.

¢ Then will the lame leap like a deer,
and the mute tongue shout for joy.

Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and streams in the desert.

"The burning sand will become a pool,
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading James 2:1-17
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ
must not show favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in
filthy old clothes also comes in. 2 If you show special attention to
the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for
you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the
floor by my feet,” # have you not discriminated among yourselves
and become judges with evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those
who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to
inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him? ¢ But you
have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? ” Are they
not the ones who are blaspheming the noble name of him to whom
you belong?

8If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. ° But if you show
favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as

lawbreakers. 1° For whoever keeps the whole law and yet



stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 1* For he
who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall
not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do commit murder,
you have become a lawbreaker.
12Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law
that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be
shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over
judgment.
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to
have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? '°> Suppose
a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 6 If one of
you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does
nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? " In the same
way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia & Verse LSB 205
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Mark 7:24-37
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the seventh chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered

a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep

his presence secret. 2° In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a

woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure

spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in

Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her

daughter.

27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not

right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”

28“Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the

children’s crumbs.”

29Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has

left your daughter.”



30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the
demon gone.
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon,
down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the
Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who was
deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged Jesus to place his hand
on him.
33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his
fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s
tongue. 3* He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to
him, “Ephphatha!”(which means “Be opened!”). % At this, the
man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to
speak plainly.
3 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did
so, the more they kept talking about it. 3" People were
overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,”
they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

(P) This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit

Church of God, Elect and Glorious LSB 646 (tune 540)
1 Church of God, elect and glorious,
Holy nation, chosen race;
Called as God’s own special people,
Royal priests and heirs of grace:
Know the purpose of your calling,
Show to all his mighty deeds;
Tell of love that knows no limits,
Grace that meets all human needs.

2 God has called you out of darkness

Into his most marv’lous light;

Brought his truth to life within you,
Turned your blindness into sight.

Let your light so shine around you
That God’s name is glorified

And all find fresh hope and purpose
In Christ Jesus crucified.



3 Once you were an alien people,

Strangers to God’s heart of love;

But he brought you home in mercy,
Citizens of heav’n above.

Let His love flow out to others,
Let them feel a Father’s care;

That they too may know His welcome
And his countless blessings share.

4 Church of God, elect and holy,

Be the people he intends;

Strong in faith and swift to answer
Each command your Master sends:

Royal priests, fulfill your calling
Through your sacrifice and prayer;

Give your lives in joyful service—
Sing his praise, his love declare.

Homily

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *I- everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of the Church

Presentation of the Offering
Stand

Preface LSB 208
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
[P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Sanctus LSB 208
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of Sabaoth adored;
Heaven and earth with full acclaim
Shout the glory of your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest,
Sing hosanna to the Lord,;
Truly blest is he who comes in the name of our Lord!

Lord’s Prayer
Words of our Lord

Agnus Dei LSB 210
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord we pray.

O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,

And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Sit
Distribution

We believe that as we partake of the bread and wine in Holy
Communion, Jesus the Messiah is feeding us with his own true



body and blood. In eating his body and drinking his blood we
receive the promise that our sins are forgiven, and that we will
therefore live eternally with God. We also believe that this eating
and drinking is a confession of our faith.

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and if you share
our understanding of Christ's Real Presence in this meal, you are
welcome to receive Christ's body and blood for your benefit.

Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649
1 Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.

2 Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.

3 We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.

4 When here our pathways part,
We suffer bitter pain;
Yet, one in Christ and one in heart,
We hope to meet again.

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
And sin we shall be free
And perfect love and friendship reign
Through all eternity.

I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus LSB 729
1 | am trusting thee, Lord Jesus,
Trusting only thee;
Trusting thee for full salvation,
Great and free.



I am trusting thee for pardon;
At thy feet | bow,
For thy grace and tender mercy
Trusting now.

| am trusting thee for cleansing
In the crimson flood;

Trusting thee to make me holy
By thy blood.

I am trusting thee to guide me;
Thou alone shalt lead,

Ev’ry day and hour supplying
All my need.

I am trusting thee for power;
Thine can never fail.

Words which thou thyself shalt give me
Must prevail.

I am trusting thee, Lord Jesus;
Never let me fall.

I am trusting thee forever
And for all.

The Law of God Is Good and Wise LSB 579 (tune 832)

1

The Law of God is good and wise

And sets his will before our eyes,

Shows us the way of righteousness,

And dooms to death when we transgress.

Its light of holiness imparts

The knowledge of our sinful hearts
That we may see our lost estate
And turn from sin before too late.

To those who help in Christ have found
And would in works of love abound

It shows what deeds are his delight
And should be done as good and right.



But those who scornfully disdain
God’s Law shall then in sin remain;
Its terror in their ear resounds

And keeps their wickedness in bounds.

The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;

It dooms us for our sin to die

And has no pow’r to justify.

To Jesus we for refuge flee,

Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at his throne,
Saved by his grace through faith alone.

Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service

1

2

Lord, whose love through humble service
Bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken,
Offered mercy’s perfect deed,
We, your servants, bring the worship
Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to your purpose
Ev’ry gift that you impart.

Still your children wander homeless;
Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom;
Still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, your deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love your Spirit kindles
Still to save and make us whole.

3 Aswe worship, grant us vision,

Till your love’s revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness,
Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear,

LSB 848



Stirring us to tireless striving,
Your abundant life to share.

Called by worship to your service,
Forth in your dear name we go,

To the child, the youth, the aged,
Love in living deeds to show;

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,

Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That your servants, Lord, in freedom
May your mercy know and live.

Dismissal
Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

LSB 183

The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to

you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and give I+ you peace.

Amen
God of Grace and God of Glory

God of grace and God of glory,

On your people pour your pow’r;
Crown your ancient Church’s story;
Bring its bud to glorious flow’r.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
For the facing of this hour,
For the facing of this hour.

Lo, the hosts of evil round us

Scorn the Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us

Free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage

For the living of these days,

For the living of these days.

Cure your children’s warring madness;
Bend our pride to your control;

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
Rich in things and poor in soul.

LSB 850



Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal,
Lest we miss your kingdom’s goal.

4 Save us from weak resignation
To the evils we deplore;
Let the gift of your salvation
Be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving you whom we adore,
Serving you whom we adore.

Announcements

Sending
P} Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Serving in worship today
September 8, 2024

Pastor
Jason Neel

Acolyte
Ryan Weinhold

Usher
Sue Anderson

Elders
Phil Marquardt
Chuck Johnson

Reader
Renee Chambard

Nursery
Leslie Kuntz

In our prayers
Celebrating Birthdays: Josephine VVoegele 9/9, Bob Marolt 9/11
and Toni Peterson 9/11.
Celebrating Baptisms: Terry Elhardt 9/9
Celebrating Anniversaries: Jeff and Amy Fey 9/9 and Storm and
Ashly Parson 9/10

This Week at a Glance
Today 8:00a.m.  Bible Study
9:00a.m.  Worship Service
10:30 a.m.  Education Hour
11:30 a.m. Rally Day Party

Tuesday 6:30 p.m.  Elder Meeting

Wednesday 6:00 p.m.  Confirmation Parent Meeting
Thursday 7:00 am.  Men’s Bible Study

Saturday 9:00a.m. LWML Delegate Meeting
Sunday 8:00 a.am.  Bible Study

9:00a.m.  Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Education Hour



Notes of Information
Sunday Night Women’s Bible Study: There will be a Sunday
night women’s bible study starting soon. If you are interested in
joining, please sign up in the Narthex. If you have questions,
please see Laura Marquardt.

Confirmation Meeting: There will be a confirmation meeting
held on Wednesday night at 6 pm. Parents and students who are in
confirmation (8" graders) and those who are entering into
confirmation (7™ graders) are asked to attend.

NACE: North Anoka County Emergency Food Shelf is currently
in need of boxed sides, including stuffing, pastas and potatoes.
They are no longer taking summer clothing items but are looking
for new socks and underwear in all sizes and gently used
fall/winter children’s clothing. Thank you for your donations. For
more information reach out to Toni Peterson.

Pastor Appreciation Lunch: Please join us on October 6™,
following Education hour for a Spaghetti lunch to celebrated
Pastor Jason’s 20 years serving at Spirit of Christ.

Fall Revelation Bible Study: On Monday September 16, Pastor
Jason resumes his Bible Study on Revelation. The Monday Bible
study will meet most Mondays from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The
study will not meet September 23, October 28", or November 25™
to allow for Book Club to meet. Please see the schedule posted in
the Narthex for more information or see the calendar on the
website.

Youth Lock-in: There will be a lock-in on Saturday, September
28, for all Middle and High School youth. Please mark your
calendars, more information on timing to come. We will be serving
at Feed My Starving Children that evening, if you would like to
help during that time, please let Laura know so she can have the
appropriate head count for FMSC.

Sunday School Teachers Needed: We need Sunday School
Teachers. Curriculum is provided and we are willing to pair you
with a co-teacher. The future of our congregation is in our youth




(and they are really a fun group), please consider becoming a
Sunday School teacher. If you are interested, please reach out to
Leslie Kuntz.

LWML Mission Byte: Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) is
excited to announce their annual “September to Remember”
Giving Day on Tuesday, September 10", 2024. This special day is
an opportunity to support the LWML mission goal and
honor/remember those who have made a significant impact as an
LWML member.

LWML mission goal funds mission grants that support
organizations serving the world and sharing the Gospel. Each grant
honors God by serving those in need and witnessing his saving
grace.

For one day only, on September 10", donate toward the
LWML mission goal in honor or memory of someone who has
helped you become a Lutheran woman in mission. Donate online
at Iwml.org/givingday. A matching gift will double the impact of
the first $10,000 donated! You can also mail your contribution to
LWML 801 Seminary Place Suite L010, St. Louis, MO 63105.
Please note “September to Remember” with your contribution.

Book Club: Spirit of Christ Book Club will meet in the fellowship
hall at 7 p.m. Dates and books are:
September 23 — 1 Will Find You by Harlan Coben
October 28 — Purgatory Ridge by William Kent Krueger
November 25 — It’s All About Him by Denise Jackson
December — Book Club does NOT meet.
If you have any questions, please contact Joan Mager

Offerings via Give+: Online giving is easy to do, one-time gifts and
recurring donations are accepted. Visit the link at soclc.org to sign
up or learn more.

Average Weekly Offering $6678
Average offering needed
per week to fulfill work
plan $6973
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Lutheran Church

2749 NE Bunker Lake Blvd
Ham Lake, MN 55304
www.Spiritofchristhamlake.org

Our Mission: To live in love for God and one another, reaching out to all people,
proclaiming and sharing the love of Christ.

Church Office: 763-755-7234

Pastor Jason Neel: soclcpastor@gmail.com
Ministers: All Members

Music Director John Peterson: carsinger@aol.com

Office Manager Laura Marquardt:  secretary@soclc.org
Prayer Chain (Sue Hurst): Sd_hurst@yahoo.com




