
 



 
 
 

January 8, 2023 The Baptism of Our Lord   

 

Welcome 
 

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise             LSB 394 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

    Manifested by the star 

    To the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem 

In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 

    And at Cana wedding guest 

    In Thy Godhead manifest; 

Manifest in pow’r divine, 
Changing water into wine; 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

3 Manifest in making whole 

Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

    Manifest in valiant fight, 

    Quelling all the devil’s might; 

Manifest in gracious will, 

Ever bringing good from ill; 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

4 Sun and moon shall darkened be, 

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
    Christ will then like lightning shine, 

    All will see His glorious sign; 

Welcome to worship at Spirit of Christ! 

We are a member congregation of the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod. We gather here as the living body of Jesus Christ to be nourished 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit in what we call the “Means of Grace” 
— God’s gifts of Word and Sacrament. Through these Means of Grace, 
we receive the promise of the Gospel: that in the Spirit of Christ God 
forgives us, remakes us, and reigns in us. May the Lord bless your 
worship today! 

 

 
 



All will then the trumpet hear, 

All will see the Judge appear; 

    Thou by all wilt be confessed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 

    Grace to imitate Thee now 

    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee 

At Thy great epiphany 

    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 
Stand 

 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Confession and Absolution  

P  The prophet Isaiah speaks of the mission of God through the coming 
Messiah. God says to Messiah:  

C  “I will keep you and make you to be a covenant for the people... to 

open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison, and to release 

from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” 

P We often miss the hand of God at work in our lives. We look to follow our 
own path, oblivious to or uncaring about the harm we bring to others. 
Come, Jesus.  

C To open eyes that are blind.  

P We often become stuck in patterns of behavior that do not bring us the joy 
and fulfillment we need, but instead lead us into destruction and spiritual 
loneliness and isolation. Come, Jesus 

C To free captives from prison.  

P We get used to despair and hopelessness, to apathy and lovelessness, to 
loneliness and isolation. Come, Jesus.  

C To release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.  

 
We take time in silence to confess our personal and communal sin before God, 
confident that we will receive forgiveness. 

 
P  The prophet Isaiah speaks of the fulfillment of this promise: “See the 

former things have taken place, the new things I declare.” God has 
spoeken his word of rescue into our dark world and freed us from the 
power of sin and death. Jesus makes all things new. In the stead and by the 



command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the T Father and of the son and of the Holy Spirit. You have been 
healed, freed and saved through Jesus.  

C  Amen 

 

Pax Domini   

P Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage 
one another, be of one mind, live in peace.  

C And the God of love and peace will be with you. (2 Corinthians 

13:11,14) 

P  May the peace of our Lord Jesus be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 

Kyrie Spoken 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast 
  C  Refrain  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to    

be people of God. Refrain 
  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory 

are his.  Refrain 
   
 Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. Refrain 
  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain  

 

Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 



C And also with you.  
P O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your 

beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are 
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, 
and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.   

C Amen 

 
Sit 

 

First Reading                                                                      Isaiah 42:1-9 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen one in whom I delight; 
I will put my Spirit on him, 
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 
2 He will not shout or cry out, 
    or raise his voice in the streets. 
3 A bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 
4     he will not falter or be discouraged 
till he establishes justice on earth. 
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 
5 This is what God the LORD says— 
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, 
    who gives breath to its people, 
    and life to those who walk on it: 
6 “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
7 to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 
8 “I am the LORD; that is my name! 
    I will not yield my glory to another 
    or my praise to idols. 
9 See, the former things have taken place, 
    and new things I declare; 
before they spring into being 
    I announce them to you.” 

A    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 



Second Reading  Acts 10:34-43 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what 
is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing 
the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know 
what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who 
were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him 
from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by 
all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

A    This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse  
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13-17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
C  Glory to you, O Lord. 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John 
tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
Sit 
 

Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered         LSB 404 



1 Jesus, once with sinners numbered, 

    Had no blemish of His own; 

In the waters of the Jordan 

    His true worth and work were shown: 

Heaven opened and the Spirit 

    There descended like a dove, 

As the Father’s voice resounded, 
    “Hear My Son, the One I love.” 

 

2 John confessed Him as the Savior— 

    “Look, the sinless Lamb of God!” 

Yet he dared not loose the sandals 

    Of the One God’s love had shod. 
Oh, how fair the feet of Jesus, 

    Bringing news of peace to us, 

Christ, the herald of salvation, 

    Preaching mercy from the cross: 

 

3 This the baptism that our Savior 

    Greatly longed to undergo; 

This the crimson cleansing needed 

    So the world God’s love might know; 
This the mission of Messiah 

    As He stepped from Jordan’s stream, 
He, the chosen and anointed 

    Son of God, sent to redeem. 

 

4 Jesus, once with sinners numbered, 

    Full obedience was Your path; 

You, by death, have consecrated 

    Water in this saving bath: 

Dying to the sin of Adam, 

    Rising to a life of grace; 

We are counted with the righteous, 

    Over us the cross You trace. 
 

 

Homily 
 
Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
        the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of his Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And he will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Prayers of the Church  

 

Presentation of the Offering 
Please sign the Friendship Register located on each pew and pass it to others 
seated with you so that we may have a record of all those who are worshiping 
and receiving communion with us today. 

 

Stand 

 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
    



Sanctus                                                                                             LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
       Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

 

Proclamation of Christ  
P  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until He comes. 
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us your body and 

blood to eat and to drink, you lead us to remember and confess your holy 
cross and passion, your blessed death, your rest in the tomb, your 
resurrection from the dead, your ascension into heaven, and your coming 
for the final judgment. So remember us in your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 

Agnus Dei                                                                                         LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution 
We believe that as we partake of the bread and wine in Holy Communion, 

Jesus the Messiah is feeding us with his own true body and blood. In eating his 

body and drinking his blood we receive the promise that our sins are forgiven, 

and that we will therefore live eternally with God. We also believe that this 

eating and drinking is a confession of our faith. 

If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and if you share our 

understanding of Christ's Real Presence in this meal, you are welcome to 

receive Christ's body and blood for your benefit. 

 

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord       LSB 405 tune 344 

1 To Jordan’s river came our Lord, 
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored, 
The God from God, the Light from Light, 

The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might. 
 



2 The Savior came to be baptized— 

The Son of God in flesh disguised— 

To stand beneath the Father’s will 
And all His righteousness fulfill. 

 

3 As Jesus in the Jordan stood 

And John baptized the Lamb of God, 

The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, 
Descended on Him from above. 

 

4 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound 

Came God’s own voice with words profound: 
“This is My Son,” was His decree, 
“The one I love, who pleases Me.” 

 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 
Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 
To save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

 

Son of God, Eternal Savior           LSB 842 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

    For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

    Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

    Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 



    Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

    By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

    That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 
    Here on earth Your will be done. 

 

Word of God, Come Down on Earth           LSB 545 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

    Living rain from heav’n descending; 
Touch our hearts and bring to birth 

    Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere You; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 

2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die, 
    Crucified for our salvation, 

Saving Word, the world restoring, 

Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 

3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 

Deaf we are: our healer be; 

    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 

Be our Word in pity spoken, 

Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 

4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 
    One with God beyond all telling, 

Word that sends us from above, 

    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 

Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

 

Beautiful Savior                   LSB 537 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 



Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 
    Truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

    Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
    Jesus is fairer, 

    Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

    Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

    Jesus shines brighter, 

    Jesus shines purer 

Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 

 

Stand 

 

Dismissal  

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 
C Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Benediction                  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized       ELW 304 tune 389 

1 Christ, when for us you were baptized,  

  God’s Spirit on you came,  

  as peaceful as a dove,  



 and yet as urgent as a flame,  

 as urgent as a flame.  

 

2 God called you, “My Beloved Son;” 

  You are God’s servant true,  

  Sent to proclaim the reign of heaven,  

  God’s holy will to do,  

  God’s holy will to do.  

 

3 Straightaway and steadfast until death 

  You then obeyed the call  

  To serve with free and willing heart,  

  To give your life for all,  

  To give your life for all.  

 

4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; 

  Your cross on us be signed,  

  That likewise in God’s service we 

  May perfect freedom find,  

  May perfect freedom find.  

 

Announcement 

 

Sending  
P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Serving in Worship This Morning 
January 8, 2023

Pastor: 
Jason Neel  

 
Elder: 

Kevin Zimmerman  
Jeff Williams 

 

Reader: 
Monica Lux 

 
Usher: 

Sandy Elhardt 
 

Organist 

Karine Platt 
 

In our prayers 
Celebrating Birthdays: Gabriel Jauch 1/8 and Chris Schoenbauer 1/11. 
Celebrating Baptism: Jacob Brynteson 1/11, Jacob Mathiason 1/11, and Sara 
Neel 1/11 
 

This Week at a Glance 

 

       Today 8:00 a.m. Bible Study 
  9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
  10:30 a.m. Bible Study 
  6:00 p.m. Apocrypha Study 
             Tuesday 12:00 p.m. Congregational Prayer  
  7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting  
             Wednesday 7:00 p.m. Bell Choir  
       Thursday  7:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study   
  7:00 p.m. Choir  
       Sunday 8:00 a.m. Bible Study  

 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
 10:30 a.m. Bible Study and Education Hour 
 6:00 p.m. Apocrypha Study  
  

Notes of Information: 
Apocrypha Sunday Night Study: Beginning tonight, we will gather on Sunday 
evenings to study CPH’s The Apocrypha: The Lutheran Edition with Notes. 
These are writings that span the time between the Old and New Testaments. They 
are considered inspired scripture by our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters, and 
Martin Luther called them “profitable and good to read.” The list cost of the book 
is $45, but we will get a bulk discount on the books from CPH, and we are asking 



that participants pay half the discounted cost of the book (approximately $19). 
Please sign up in the narthex if you are interested in participating! If you are a 
couple who are signing up, please indicate if you would like one or two books. If 
you would like to pay via check, please make it out to Spirit of Christ and put 
book study in the memo.  If you would like to pay with cash, please put it in an 
envelope and label with your name and book study.  If you have questions, please 
see Laura or Pastor.  
 

SOC Book Club: SOC Book Club – The book club will resume meeting on 
January 23, 2023, at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  January’s book is China Doll  
by Lisa See. All are invited to attend. If you have questions, please reach out to 
Joan Mager at 763-434-9652.  
 
LWML Byte: Redeeming Life Maternity Home, Illinois Expansion. Stand 
The goal of Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries is to expand their outreach of 
maternity homes for single, at-risk mothers to every LCMS district, saving lives 
of the mothers and babies.  A deaconess will provide life skills, mentor pregnant 
at-rise women, and most importantly, share the unconditional love and 
forgiveness of Jesus.  
 
Nursery: The nursery is open, and the sound is working. If you have a restless 
child, please feel free to use this space. 
 
Sermons and bulletins posted online: Audio and video recordings of worship 
sermons and digital bulletins are posted weekly. Bulletins and past sermons can 
be found at www.spiritofchristhamlake.org  

 
Offerings via Give+: Online giving is easy to do, one-time gifts and recurring 
donations are accepted. Visit the link at soclc.org to sign up or learn more. 
 

December  18, 2022  

Average Offering $6350 

Average offering needed per 
week to fulfill work plan $6790 

 

Readings for next week: 

Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-19, John 1:29-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.spiritofchristhamlake.org/
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2749 NE Bunker Lake Blvd 

Ham Lake, MN 55304 
www.Spiritofchristhamlake.org 

Our Mission: To live in love for God and one another reaching out to all people, 
proclaiming and sharing the love of Christ. 

Church Office: 763-755-7234 

Pastor Jason Neel: 
Ministers: 

soclcpastor@gmail.com 
All Members 

Music Director  
John Peterson: 

 
carsinger@aol.com 

Office e-mail: secretary@soclc.org  

Prayer Chain (Sue Hurst): 
Facebook: 

Sd_hurst@yahoo.com 
https://www.facebook.com/SpiritofChristLutheran.LCMS 

 


