


Welcome to worship at Spirit of Christ!

If you are worshipping inside, please choose chairs that work for
the number of people in your family.

If you are worshipping outside, you re welcome to sit wherever
you are comfortable inside or outside of your car. Tune your
SP'R”“'CHR'ST vehicle radio to 96.5 FM to hear the service.

Lutheran Church

December 12, 2021 Third Sunday of Advent

Today we welcome Kyra Rose Bellrichard as our sister in Christ through the
waters of Holy Baptism. Kyra is the daughter of John and Kelsey Bellrichard,
her sponsors are Bridget and Josh Smith, Miranda Warren, and Allison
Bellrichard.

Welcome

Arise, O Christian People LSB 354
1 Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone
The truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven
To all the world is shown.

2 Prepare the way before him;

Prepare for him the best.

Cast out what would offend him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,

His path all even lay.

3 The humble heart and lowly
God raises up on high;
Beneath his feet in terror
The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right,
That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—



It is the Lord’s delight.

4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive you
This blessed Adventtide.
From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;
I’ll sing your praises gladly
And forth your glory show.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Confession and Absolution
(P} 1f we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

We take time in silence to confess our personal and communal sin before God,
confident that we will receive forgiveness.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen

(P) Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *} Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen! Thanks be to God!

Sharing of the Peace
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
(P} We share Christ's peace with one another.

The people greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, "Peace be with you,"



as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt.
5:22-24; Eph. 4:1-3).

Baptized into Your Name Most Holy LSB 590

1

Baptized into your name most holy,
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
I claim a place, though weak and lowly,
Among your saints, your chosen host.
Buried with Christ and dead to sin,
Your Spirit now shall live within.

My loving Father, here you take me
To be henceforth your child and heir.
My faithful Savior, here you make me
The fruit of all your sorrows share.
O Holy Spirit, comfort me
When threat’ning clouds around I see.

My faithful God, you fail me never;
Your promise surely will endure.
O cast me not away forever
If words and deeds become impure.
Have mercy when | come defiled;
Forgive, lift up, restore your child.

All that I am and love most dearly—
Receive it all, O Lord, from me.

Let me confess my faith sincerely;
Help me your faithful child to be!

Let nothing that | am or own

Serve any will but yours alone.

Holy Baptism
[P)

Holy Baptism is God’s gift to us. In this Sacrament we become a part of the
family of God as we are welcomed into the Church, the body of Christ.
Luther’s Small Catechism says “Baptism is not water only, but it is water
used together with God’s word and by God’s command.” God’s living
Word of promise works powerfully with the water, putting to death the old
sinner and birthing a new life in Christ. Let us read the words of Jesus
together:

“I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of
water and the Spirit.” “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.”
(John 3:5; Mark 16:16a) “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the »/~Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:18b-20)
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How is this child named?

Parents: Kyra Rose Bellrichard

Kyra, receive the sign of the cross on your forehead and heart, because you
are redeemed by Christ the crucified.

Today, John and Kelsey, you are responding to the command of Jesus and
the love that God has shown to Kyra in the gift of Jesus himself. | ask you,
parents: will you faithfully bring this child to worship, teach her the Lord’s
Prayer, the Creeds and the Commandments, place in her hands the Holy
Scriptures, and provide for her instruction in the Christian faith? If so, say
“We will, by God’s grace.”

Parents: We will, by God'’s grace.

Sponsors, will you pray for Kyra, support her parents in her ongoing
instruction and nurture in the Christian Faith, and love her in a way that
gives an example of Christ’s love? If so, answer “We will, with God’s
help.”

Sponsors:  We will, with God’s help.

Saints of God, will you support this child and this family in their life in
Christ? If so, answer, “We will, in the power of the Spirit of Christ.”

We will, in the power of the Spirit of Christ.

I ask the parents, sponsors, and the entire community, on behalf of Kyra to
give witness to our faith. Do you believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth?

We do.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered for us under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended into hell; the third
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he will come to judge
the living and the dead?

We do.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life
everlasting?

We do.

Let us pray as a family the prayer that our Lord Jesus taught us.

Our Father who art in heaven

Hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;

And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever.

Amen.



(P} Please present Kyra for baptism...Kyra Rose Bellrichard, I baptize you in
the name of the Father and of the -1« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Receive this light to show that you have received Christ who is the light of
the world. Live in his light and let it shine forth in your life. Let us pray:
God, you make light to shine in the darkness. You bring new life from
death. We are thankful that you have accepted Kyra as your own. May she
grow in faith and love and know always that she is part of your family and
that you are her loving God. May we each know the abundant life you give
in Jesus and remember how you joined water to Word to claim us forever.
Amen.

P Go in peace!

Thanks be to God!

(] 0]

First Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20
14 Sing, Daughter Zion;
shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
5The LoRrD has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm.
16 On that day
they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion,
do not let your hands hang limp.
" The LoRrD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”
18T will remove from you
all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach for you.
19 At that time | will deal
with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame;
I will gather the exiles.
I will give them praise and honor
in every land where they have suffered shame.
20 At that time 1 will gather you;
at that time | will bring you home.
I will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the earth
when | restore your fortunes



before your very eyes,”

says the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Philippians 4:4:7
“4Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! ° Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in every
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. " And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 7:18-28

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, °he sent
them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect
someone else?”
20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask,
‘Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”
2L At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits,
and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go
back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised,
and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. % Blessed is anyone who does not
stumble on account of me.”
24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? % If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No,
those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 2° But what
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 2’ This
is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’
28] tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

(P} This is the Gospel of our Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



Hark the Glad Sound LSB 344
1  Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes,
The Savior promised long;
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne
And ev’ry voice a song.

2  He comes the pris’ners to release,
In Satan’s bondage held.
The gates of brass before him burst,
The iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
The bleeding soul to cure,
And with the treasures of his grace
To enrich the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace,
Thy welcome shall proclaim,
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring
With thy belovéd name.

Homily

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,



whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Presentation of the Offering
Preface spoken

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise

RERERE

Sanctus LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The Words of Our Lord

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Distribution

We believe that as we partake of the bread and wine in Holy Communion, Jesus the
Messiah is feeding us with his own true body and blood. In eating his body and
drinking his blood we receive the promise that our sins are forgiven, and that we
will therefore live eternally with God. We also believe that this eating and drinking
is a confession of our faith.



If you have been baptized into the Christian faith and if you share our

understanding of Christ's Real Presence in this meal, you are welcome to receive

Christ's body and blood for your benefit.

Savior of the Nations Come

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
1  Praise the One who breaks the darkness
With a liberating light;
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
Turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev’ry dread disease,
Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.

2 Praise the One who blessed the children

With a strong, yet gentle, word;

Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3 Letus praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,
Praise the One who makes us one.

When to Our World the Savior Came
1 When to our world the Savior came
The sick and helpless heard his name,
And in their weakness longed to see
The healing Christ of Galilee.

2 That good physician! Night and day
The people thronged about his way;
And wonder ran from soul to soul,
“The touch of Christ has made us whole!”

Bell Choir

LSB 849

LSB 551



His praises then were heard and sung

By opened ears and loosened tongue,
While lightened eyes could see and know
The healing Christ of long ago.

Of long ago: yet living still,

Who died for us on Calv’ry’s hill;
Who triumphed over cross and grave,
His healing hands stretched forth to save.

His sov’reign purpose still remains

Who rose in pow’r, and lives and reigns;
Till ev’ry tongue confess his praise,
The healing Christ of all our days.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

1

ref

O come, O come, Emmanuel,

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height

In ancient times didst give the Law

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,

Free them from Satan’s tyranny

That trust thy mighty pow’r to save,

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

O come, thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by thy drawing nigh;

LSB 357



Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind;

Bid thou our sad divisions cease,

And be thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Dismissal

Benediction

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Prepare the Royal Highway

1

ref

Prepare the royal highway;
The King of Kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley
A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain

Hosanna to the Lord,
For he fulfills God’s Word!

God’s people, see him coming:
Your own eternal King!
Palm branches strew before him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

Then fling the gates wide open

To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev’ry nation

Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before him!
All nations, now adore him! Refrain

His is no earthly kingdom;
It comes from heav’n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
And justice, truth, and love.

LSB 166

LSB 343



So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: Refrain

Announcements
Sending

(P} Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



Serving in Worship This Morning
December 12, 2021
Pastor:
Jason Neel

Elder:
Justin Miller

Reader:
Peggy Peterson

In our prayers
Celebrating Birthdays this week: John Riebe 12/12, Jerry Berg 12/15, Sue
Anderson 12/16 and Dixie Kolk 12/18.
Celebrating Baptismal Birthdays this week: Jerry Berg 12/15, Rick Welle
12/16, Betty Meyer 12/17, and Jude Miller 12/17.
Celebrating Anniversaries this week: Chuck and Dixie Kolk 12/18.

This Week at a Glance

Today 8:00 a.m. Bible Study
9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:30 a.m. Bible Study
Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Elder Meeting
Wednesday 12:00 p.m. Congregational Prayer
6:45 p.m. Advent Mid-Week Worship
7:30 p.m. Bell Choir
Thursday 3:00 p.m. Grief Share
7:00 p.m. Choir
Friday 6:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study
Saturday 11:00 a.m. Choir Dress Rehersal
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Bible Study
9:00 a.m. Worship Service

11:00 a.m. Children’s Program

Notes of Information:
Fear Not! Christmas Choir Service: Join us on Sunday December 19, 2021 at 9
am for a wonderful music filled worship service led by our choir. Refreshment
and fellowship to follow.

Children’s Christmas Program: Please join us following fellowship time next
Sunday, December 19, for our Children’s Christmas Program, “The Rescuer”. The
program will start at 11 am.

NACE: A cash donation during December to NACE will be matched by
businesses in the community. You can mail your donation to NACE, PO Box
2, East Bethel.



Church Library: The library is available for your use whenever the church is
open. The only time it is closed is on Sundays between 10:45 and 11:30 a.m., when
the room is used by the Sunday School, and occasionally when a group is meeting
there. The fiction and non-fiction sections have been alphabetized and have begun
to be checked out. Depending on feedback, the other sections, which have
categorical color-coded tape on the spines, may be reorganized, or downsized. As
space allows, donations of books may also be accepted. Especially popular, so far,
are Christian fiction and non-fiction, such as biographies. Lois Spadgenske
encourages your comments and/or questions at 763-757-5377 or
SecondTim.1.5@Gmail.com.

Trinity First L utheran School: "Equipping Learners, Sharing Hope". Did you
know that: 50% of Trinity First's students are from immigrant families, 51% don't
have a church home, 47% receive special services (Special Ed & Title I), 77%
qualify for free and reduced prices meals, and 88% are students of color? Last year
enrollment was 116 students, with 4 graduating. Operating income from donations,
and the Adopt a Student Scholarship Program totals 87%. Income from tuition and
fees is 2%. Spirit of Christ continues to support Trinity First with 2% of our
monthly First Fruits Mission offerings. Thank you for your generosity and
continued prayers.

Qualified Charitable Donations (QCD): Are available for people 70 1/2 years
or older. QCD's are donations from IRA's directly to the charity. Spirit of Christ is
a qualified charity. The donations are nontaxable, but also not deductible as
charitable donations. Check with your financial advisor for information.

Thrivent Choice Dollars: So far this year SoC has had $3259 designated from
Thrivent Choice funds. Thank you!

If you are eligible, you can specifically choose an organization, such as Spirit of
Christ Lutheran Church. Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be
directed until March 31 of the following year. To direct those dollars, log

onto http://www.thrivent.com. Under What We Offer, choose the Generosity
tab. Then choose Choice Dollars.

2022 Calendars and Cards: SoC youth have 2022 calendars, Christmas cards,
greeting cards and note pads for sale. Cards are available in the Narthex after
worship.

Adopt-A-Student: Spirit of Christ will be helping support a first year Seminarian,
through the Adopt-A-Student program, at the Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. We
have been assigned newlyweds Jonathan and Stephanie Chapa, who were both
raised in central Minnesota. They are both recent graduates of Concordia
University in Nebraska, with degrees in education. After a summer of Greek
classes, Jonathan has started introductory fall classes, and is involved at his field
work church, where Stephanie is working in their Early Childhood Center.
Jonathan is also volunteering at Christian Friends of New Americans. Please pray
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for perseverance and determination for them, and that the Holy Spirit would move
and work in the hearts of the adults and children they are serving.

Stewardship: is the expression of our desire as Christians to contribute to the
mission and ministry of the church. Serving and giving are important parts of our
Christian life. We are equipped to give of ourselves through gifts of time, talent,
and treasure. St. Paul reminds us, "We are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making His appeal thru us." 2 Corinthians 5:20.

Grief Share: Grief Share is a grief recovery support group that has meetings
across the country and worldwide. Spirit of Christ began its own Grief Share group
that will meet Thursdays from 3-5pm. We are asking $15 free will donation to
cover the cost of the workbook. Please contact Pam Birkholz at 612-270-1623 with
any questions or to reserve your spot.

NACE: Do you know someone in need of food? NACE is expanding their Home
Delivery Program and would like to help those who may not be able to drive or find
a ride to the food shelf. The Delivery Program brings a complete grocery order
right to your door, including produce, bakery, meats, dairy, canned goods, and
hygiene products. If you or someone you know could benefit from NACE Home
Delivery please call Katie @763-434-7685 or e mail at
kritchel@nacefoodshelf.org

The clothing closet is looking for clean fall clothing and back to school

clothing. Always needed at the food shelf are the hygiene products and individual
items for the weekend packs. Let me know if you have any questions. Joan
Mager 763-434-9652.

Sermons and bulletins posted online: Audio recordings of worship sermons and
digital bulletins are posted weekly at soclc.org. Check them out if you are not able
to make it to drive in worship or would like to avoid a paper bulletin!

Main Street Living: Main Street Living is a Lutheran Television program that is
endorsed by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. The broadcast has two parts.
Remastered episodes of the Emmy award-winning Lutheran Hour Ministries “This
is the Life” program was originally aired from the 1950’s to the 1980’s. This
program has been re-mastered to the modern format. The Worship Service is
produced locally and features a different presenter each week selected from the
Pastors in each broadcast area. 9

+ Sunday Mornings at 9 am.

Offerings via Give+: Online giving is easy to do, one-time gifts and recurring
donations are accepted. Visit the link at soclc.org to sign up or learn more.
"The Lutheran Hour' can be heard at 6:00 a.m. Sundays on WCCO radio
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December 5, 2021

Average Offering $5576
Average offering needed per
week to fulfill work plan $5921

Readings for next week:
Micah 5:2-5a, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-45

Serving in Worship Next Week:
Advent Service
December 15, 2021

Elder: Reader:
Kevin Zimmerman Wayne Chambard

Sunday Worship
December 19, 2021
Elder: Reader:
Jeff Williams Phil Marquardt




Join us on Sunday

December 19% at 11 am for our

Children’s Christmas Program.

“The Rescuer”
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Lutheran Church

2749 NE Bunker Lake Blvd
Ham Lake, MN 55304
www.soclc.org

Our Mission: To live in love for God and one another reaching out to all people,
proclaiming and sharing the love of Christ.

Church Office: 763-755-7234
Pastor Jason Neel: soclcpastor@gmail.com
Ministers:  All Members
Music Director John carsinger@aol.com
Peterson:

Office e-mail:  secretary@soclc.org
Prayer Chain (Sue Hurst): sd hurst@yahoo.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SpiritofChristLutheran.LCMS
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